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Bethesda, Tuesday, Nov. 23, 1948

Dear Mamma, 4-48 p1/2

Yos, afterward I remembered zbout the carbon .aper's having
been wrongly inserted, bubt by that time the let.er to you was sizned
and zezled, so it was all for the best.

Lavrence John and I were delighted to hear that you are
thinking ¢f couming between Thanksgiving and Christmas. How about
goming down for L.J.'s birthday on Dee, 11?7 That's a Saturday, by
the wep, 30 perbups you could start out that moerning and arrive in
the late afterncon, &c that all three of us could pick you up at
Unice Staticne It would be the best birthday present you could glve
your 1ittle grendson, =znd if you could make it by aboubt four or
four thirty in the afternoon it would fit in with his schedule
very nlicely, wWe would held off the present-glving ceremonies unidil
your arcivel, and thus even if you couldn'’t make it for Christimas,
you would gt leact see one Event. We discussed ycur trip in great
detall at lunek today, and Laurence Jobn only amended it to read
that you, Campapa Jium, and the doggles were ALL coming! He only
left out the chickens, but he was most insistent thet Gempaps Jim
would come in the trucke. You he wanted to have come by train, though,
and Le added "the train will come in the station and say PsSScE8SB...
as it puts on ite brakes." He szid you would come, and that he would
glve you & blig bear hug and show you your bedroom with the new bed=
gpread and thzt you would take a bath in our bathtub ard he would
watch everything. He says he s going to tell you a joke he heard
on the radic last Sunday, about "tooorkeys". This worning after I
red him your letier he tcld me very sternly to go and write a letter
&o jou on the typewriteﬁ. I azsked him what to ssy and he replied,

write 'DEAR Cansawmual'” He asks me frequently "iIs gammamma coming
today? ITis day? 1s she.caming to sleep in her bed this night$" Last
Semtlay Le remembered about Copper Hill, and kept referring to it for
somc wknown reason. I dm't think he's forgotten one single detall
of anything that happened to him at Sarley “heafl this summer. One
ggy he asked we why Gaaspappe Jiasy had used”HIS sand, and shoveled
away e

isve been reereading Huxley's "Perennial Philosophi“ for the
last few days. ,he flrst time I »ead it it took me bout haif the book
to uwndevrsiand 1% gdrift, so 1 started right over azain 4m soon &as 1
had finished 1t. You would never know it was the same “ldous, who
wrote and atill writes such secular novels. This book 4s more than
worth the effort involved in reading it althougn it is certainly
anptning but light sunme:r reading., Fe quotes from 3aint John 65 the
Cross, 5t. Francols de 3ales, Willias law, Buddha, the Cninese Taoists,
and many others alli over the world and from all times, and their
differidyg preaentqtion of what finally turns out to bs the same "Fere
ennlal Philosopuy” explained in differing ways, is the subject of his
@ nmentaries, which are interespersed among whe guotetions. It certalne
ly isn't as easy as C.5.Lewis, but I could hardly put it down aftesr I'd
read 1t for a while and gotten intec the spirit of it. It is a good "
thing to see how the Eastern mystics renmdered tne answers to the old
gwestions, and how the Chinese, in theiryx own humorous, practical way
said the same things In a far different way. As he points out, we in
the Weslt have lgnored the fact that revelation didn't come exclusimgly
in the Mediterranean basain, and as a result we have become narrow and
provinct al. He says in the beginning that he is not going to guote from
the usual sources, and the Bible in the parts thzt are well known, but
Prom sources that are new to the usual person, and therefors come Lo
his mind with a new impact. It was a good idea. He 1s quite right to
think that from c mstant propinquity the old truths fade in our minds,
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and we lose slght of their meanings by constant repetiticn.

Put into differnet mouths with different approaches, the same
thoughis coms allve for us again. The man he guotes perharps

as much as any of them is willia iaw, & truly remarksble ei%hteenth
century Lnglish Protestant of whom I had never heard. I shouud
ilke Lo get a copy of his chief work, c¢dl led "a Serious Calil",

His ®nglish style is remarkably clear and besutiful, and he -
seems Lo have "thoughl above" his ase and times Lo such an extent
Lhat what he 8ays can be read now with a8 such fresimcss 2 every
iv all makes hard reading, but good reading. I ot it from the
iibrary, but I have ordered & copy for myself from the Lookaboree
&is0 a copy of "The Serewtaje iebiers”.

I was invited tc a tea on Friday. Deary, deary me. I
weut, of cuvurse, bringing some cookies I'd uede &s & sort of reace
offering to my conscience for hav ng had sudh reprehensible thoughts
on tie subjedt ol tea parties in gencral when I was iuvited., It
was given by *imllie “owles, the wife of one of the men in William's
class ip the ‘oreign Service School. We alsc went to a partg at
Austin  ittenhouses' apartment a week a go Sunday, which I think
I forgot to teli.you about. Last Su da; night we dropred in at the
Dawson's for a short tige only (since we bhad the boy with us), and
invited thew and Jesse Knox tC come to dinner on rniext Friday evening.
Last night we had #illiam’s cld boss from Mllan days and his wife
in b dinner- Xr. snd Mre. Lester Schnare. Lester is not a populat
wan with those who worked for him at all, but he has retired now,
and is at loose ends. He married a missicnary lady fn China wany
years ago {(much to the horror of ihe mther missicnaries, who thdught
that Auserican VYonsuls casme and wonteraight from the davil. They
@dd all they could to prewent her from maryying hiw, but since she
onge went out to dincer with him, they felt she had comrronised her=
831l beyona hope, so then they dic all they could to fovce a quick
marriage, winich was the only way ithey sew of "saving her reputation!™)
and his wife is generally considered a very nice woman and is _much -
pitied for what she bears ffom her piach-penny husband. Mys. Schnare
and L.d. got aleng togeilh.r very well. He made her read him a“book!

we ean hardly wait to aear frou you about the actual date
of your arrival. I do hove, though, %hLet you wiil be abie to make it .
on a weekend, either Lthe 1llih or soms other, so that we can come down
and weel you at the atation., If that doesn't work out, I could ¢come
doann by bus and sireet car, with a2 sitter for L.d., but he would
Just love to see the station and hhs trains and meet hls GAMMAF4A 5
30 plezse try Lo mawe it on Saturdoy or Sunday if at &kl poussible.
Just by-thebye, do you think it would be too hard a drive, or too
iong a trip, If both you and Jymmy could ® me down on Ynristmas?
rerhaps you could work oubt a deal with the Sz&tinskis for caring for
the chickens and d'gs in your mutual abssnce. we:l, we can think
about it, anyway. Now it's time for me tc make the rest of the
upper and clezn off the windeows that L.J. has dirtied up with his
little hands.

Lovingly,
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